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Parties want say in referendum

Liberals may have private firm write electoral reform question

By Chinta Puxley
TORONTO/The Canadian Press

HE REFERENDUM QUESTION ON

changing Ontario’s electoral sys-
tem should stand up to the scrutiny of
the legislature and shouldn’t be writ-
ten by the Liberal cabinet behind
closed doors, opposition politicians
said yesterday.

Premier Dalton McGuinty said the
question that will be put to voters in
October’s election will be clear and
fair, with no surprises.

The referendum legislation, passed
this week, dictates that cabinet will de-
vise the question. But McGuinty said
that’s still up in the air.

“We’ll have a question that is very
clear for people to consider on the bal-
lot,” McGuinty said. “It may very well
be that we're going to have some inde-
pendent authority assume responsibil-
ity for that.”

But both New Democrats and Con-
servatives say adding some form of

proportional representation is too im-
portant to fall victim to partisan poli-
tics and its implications should be
spelled out clearly to Ontario voters
well before the election.

Both British Columbia and Prince
Edward Island debated their recent ref-
erendum questions on electoral re-
form in the legislature. and NDP
Leader Howard Hampton said Ontario
should be no different.

The citizens’ assembly that recom-
mended the new electoral system
should write the question which
should then be approved by the legisla-
ture, Hampton said.

“To now have that referendum ques-
tion set behind closed doors by a cabi-
net that has already tried to stack the
deck against electoral reform, I think
is outrageous,” Hampton said.

A government-appointed citizens’
assembly is recommending Ontario
voters decide in October whether to
adopt anew electoral system that

would see 90 politicians elected in en-
larged ridings and another 39 appoint-
ed from a party list according to the
popular vote.

The system. which is in place in New
Zealand and Germany, gives a greater
voice to smaller parties who win a sub-
stantial percentage of the popular vote
and encourages co-operative govern-
ment rather than single-party majori-
ties.

The Liberals have set the bar at 60
per cent majority needed to change the
current voting system, with more than
50 per cent of ballots needing tc be cast
in at least 64 ridings.

Marie Bountrogianni, minister re-
sponsible for democratic renewal, ad-
mitted cabinet could write the referen-
dum question in a biased way but
vowed the Liberals won’t do that.

“The premier is very dedicated to
this issue and I'm sure he'll do it in a
way that is ethical,” she said.
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