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MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 22, 2007
GOVERNMENT-APPOINTED CITIZENS GROUP REVIEWING ONTARIO’S VOTING SYSTEM TO HOLD SPECIAL MEETING FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

TORONTO – George Thomson, Chair of the Ontario Citizens' Assembly on Electoral Reform invites the media to attend a consultation focus group meeting on Monday, January 22nd, at the offices of The Canadian Hearing Society in downtown Toronto.

This special meeting was organized with the assistance of The Canadian Hearing Society, the Helen Keller Centre, the Canadian National Institute for the Blind, and the Canadian Paraplegic Association (Ontario) to solicit input from, and provide information to, Ontarians with disabilities regarding the work of the Assembly reviewing how votes are translated into seats in the legislature.

Mr. Thomson will be joined in making remarks to the group by former NDP-MPP Gary Malkowski. Citizens’ Assembly member David Viitala, who volunteers with the Canadian Hearing Society, will also be in attendance.
The electoral system affects what choices we have when we vote and who gets elected. Ontario’s current first-past-the-post system has been used since our first parliament was elected in 1792. Since that time our electoral system has never been publicly debated or evaluated—until now.

This is one of more than 40 meetings taking place around the province. Based on what the Assembly has learned and what it hears from Ontarians, it will recommend whether Ontario should keep its current electoral system or change to a new one. 

If the Assembly recommends a new system for the province, the Ontario government has promised to put the proposal to a referendum at the next provincial election on October 4, 2007. 

Location: The Canadian Hearing Society (CHS), 271 Spadina Road, Toronto 

Date: Monday, January 22, 2007 

Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
George Thomson is a past winner of the Lieutenant Governor's Medal of Distinction in Public Administration. He has worked tirelessly for both the federal and provincial governments in many capacities. He has been a family court judge, educator, a Deputy Attorney-General at both the provincial and federal levels and a board member for many community agencies and institutions.

Gary Malkowski represented the riding of York East in the Legislative Assembly of Ontario from 1990 to 1995, as a member of the Ontario New Democratic Party. He was Canada's first deaf parliamentarian, and the first deaf parliamentarian in the world to address a legislature in a sign language, specifically American Sign Language.

Meeting schedules, member profiles, and useful resources about the Citizens’ Assembly and electoral systems are available on-line at www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca.
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Media Contact:
Barry Koen-Butt

Executive Lead, Communications

Citizens’ Assembly Secretariat

(416) 325-0752 / (416) 993-2415
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