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MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 16, 2007
ONTARIO CITIZENS’ ASSEMBLY TO BEGIN DELIBERATIONS ON RECOMMENDATION FOR PROVINCE’S ELECTORAL SYSTEM
TORONTO – Members of the Ontario Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform will meet on February 17th to begin work to form their recommendation for the future of the province’s electoral system.

The Assembly, comprising 103 randomly-selected Ontarians and their Chair, George Thomson, have studied the province’s current electoral system and other systems, and consulted with the public. Now they’ll participate in six weekend meetings to decide what to recommend to the government: whether Ontario should keep its current electoral system or change to a new one.

The Assembly’s report is due to the government on May 15, 2007. If the Assembly proposes a change to Ontario’s electoral system, the government has introduced legislation to hold a referendum on that alternative in conjunction with the next provincial election on October 10, 2007.
Location: 
Moot Court, Osgoode Hall, York University (Keele campus)
4700 Keele Street, Toronto

Date:

Saturday, February 17 and Sunday February 18, 2007 (half day)
Time:

9:15 a.m.
Note: Free parking for media and the public

Meeting schedules, educational resources about the Citizens’ Assembly and electoral systems, and information on the results of the Assembly’s consultations are available on-line at www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca.
Visit TVO’s Citizens’ Assembly micro-site, www.tvo.org/citizensassembly, where you’ll find video footage of Assembly meetings and reports on consultation meetings prepared by student journalists. In their role as the Assembly’s media partner, TVO also offers web casts of Assembly meetings.
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Media Contact:
Barry Koen-Butt

Executive Lead, Communications

Citizens’ Assembly Secretariat

(416) 325-0752 / (416) 993-2415

Disponible en français

For more information visit www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca
A detailed schedule for the weekend follows:
	Saturday February 17, 2007

	9:15 – 10:30
	Plenary Session:

Open Forum: Deliberation Plan

	10:30 – 11:15
	Plenary Session:

The Changing Face of Ontario with guest speaker Dr. Ivan Fellegi of Statistics Canada

	11:30 – 12:30
	Plenary Session:

What we Heard: Consultation Feedback

	12:30 – 1:00
	Plenary Session:

Students’ Assembly Presentation

	2:00 – 2:30
	Plenary Session:

Key Objectives: Preparing for the Task Ahead

	2:30 – 3:45
	Group Sessions:

Key Objectives/Reflections on Current System

	4:00 – 5:00 
	Plenary Session:

Key Objectives for System Design

	Sunday February 18, 2007

	9:15 – 9:30
	Plenary Session:

Selecting a System to Design: Preparing for the Task Ahead

	9:30 – 10:30
	Group Sessions:

Selecting a System to Design

	10:45 – 11:45
	Plenary Session:

Selecting a System to Design

	11:45 – 12:15
	Plenary Session:

Design Decisions for Selected System: Preparing for the Task Ahead

	12:15 – 12:30
	Plenary Session:

Wrap-up and Completion of Surveys


