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MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 10, 2006

INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS SPEAK TO
ONTARIO CITIZENS’ ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

TORONTO –   Seven of the world’s leading electoral reform experts will lead a session for the Ontario Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform, in Toronto, this weekend, under the theme ‘Values-driven Electoral Reform: Experiences from Other Jurisdictions’.
During this weekend’s sessions, open to media and the public, Assembly members will hear from André Blais, Bill Cross, Louis Massicotte, Ken Carty, Elizabeth McLeay, David Farrell and Sarah Birch.
This is the fifth of six weekend meetings in the Assembly’s rigorous learning program led by Dr. Jonathan Rose, associate professor of political studies from Queen’s University. 

These learning sessions provide members with a solid knowledge base to prepare them for consultations with the public which begin in less than a month. Members of the public are invited to send written comments to the Assembly and register to make presentations at consultation meetings by visiting the Citizens’ Assembly website at www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca or by calling 1-866-317-3208.

Based on what the Assembly learns and what it hears from fellow Ontarians, it will recommend whether Ontario should keep its current electoral system or change to a new one.  

If the Assembly recommends an alternative electoral system for the province, the Ontario government will hold a referendum on that alternative by the next provincial election on October 4, 2007.  

Location: 
Moot Court, Room 101, Osgoode Hall

York University (Keele campus)

4700 Keele Street, Toronto

(Free parking is available to the public and media on the west side of Osgoode Hall - entrance north from the Pond Rd.)

Date:

Saturday, November 11, 2006 and Sunday, November 12, 2006
Time:

9:15 a.m.

Meeting schedules, member profiles, and useful resources about the Citizens’ Assembly and electoral systems are available on-line at www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca.
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Media Contact:
Barry Koen-Butt

Executive Lead, Communications

Citizens’ Assembly Secretariat

(416) 325-0752 / (416) 993-2415

Disponible en français
A schedule for the weekend follows.

Saturday November 11

	9:15 – 9:45
	Plenary Session:

Open Forum: Feedback from previous weekend

	9:45 – 10:45
	Plenary Session led by André Blais - The Importance of Principles in Electoral Reform 
André Blais is professor in the Department of Political Science and research fellow with the Centre de recherche et de développement en économique at the Université de Montréal

	11:00 – 12:00
	Plenary Session led by Bill Cross & Louis Massicotte: The Canadian Experience with Electoral Reform
Bill Cross is associate professor of political science at Carleton University  and Louis Massicotte is Visiting Professor in Democracy and Elections at American University, Washington DC.

	1:00 – 2:00
	Plenary Session led by Ken Carty: The Cases of B.C. and The Netherlands Citizens’ Assemblies:
Ken Carty is Professor in the Department of Political Science at The University of British Columbia and was the Director of Research for the BC Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform

	2:00 – 2:45
	Plenary Session led by Elizabeth McLeay: The New Zealand Case
Elizabeth McLeay teaches comparative politics in the Political Science and International Relations Programme, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand

	3:00 – 4:00
	Plenary Session led by David Farrell: Electoral System Change in Established Democracies
David Farrell graduated from the National University of Ireland, and was awarded his M.A., NUI and Ph.D. from the European University Institute. He has held positions at the University of Wales, and University College Dublin, as well as a Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Democracy, University of California Irvine, the Australian National University, the Shorenstein Center, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University and the University of New South Wales

	4:00 – 4:45
	Plenary Session led by Sarah Birch: Electoral System Change in New Democracies
Sarah Birch is a Reader in Politics at the University of Essex where she has taught since 1996 and is also director of the Democratic Development Unit at the University of Essex and co-editor of the British Journal of Political Science


For more information visit www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca
