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NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FIRST MEETING OF ONTARIO’S FIRST CITIZENS’ ASSEMBLY
INSPIRING AND INVIGORATING
September 11, 2006 (Toronto) – The atmosphere was electric as members of the Ontario Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform met for the first time this weekend at Osgoode Hall Law School, York University in Toronto. 

“I can’t wait to share this experience with my students,” said Toronto high school teacher and Assembly member, Garth Nichols. “Working and learning with this diverse group of people from around the province with varied and fascinating backgrounds is inspiring.”
Assembly members from each of Ontario’s 103 electoral districts, plus the Chair George Thomson, began their work that will continue until May 2007 when they will submit their final report to the Ontario government. They will study the province’s electoral system, and others, consult with fellow Ontarians, and decide what to recommend to the government: should Ontario keep its current electoral system or adopt a different one? 
“It was invigorating to begin learning about how votes are translated into seats in different systems around the world,” said Assembly member Mary Jane McMullen, a research assistant from Windsor.

If the Assembly recommends a change to Ontario’s 165 year old first-past-the-post system, its recommendation will be put to all Ontario voters in a referendum by the next provincial election scheduled for October 4, 2007.

On Saturday night, members met Ontario’s Lieutenant Governor, the Honourable James K. Bartleman, and had an opportunity to tour the Legislative Assembly. For many of the members, who travelled from as far away as Wabigoon, a community near Dryden, it was their first visit to Queen’s Park.

The Assembly has just begun. Members still have a lot more learning and consulting to do before arriving at any conclusions about what’s best for Ontario. “We came out of the first weekend with an empowered, excited and engaged Assembly of citizens... Theirs is an important task and they are clearly up to it,” said Thomson.

All plenary sessions of the Citizens’ Assembly are open to the public and are being videotaped. Recordings from each weekend will be made available as soon as possible after each session on the Assembly’s website at www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca. 
The Assembly’s next meeting will take place the weekend of September 29th.
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For more information about the Citizens’ Assembly contact:

Barry Koen-Butt

Executive Lead, Communications

416-325- 0752
416-993-2415 (cell)

barry.koen-butt@ontario.ca
