[image: image1.jpg]Ontario

X

Oan

\

Citizens’ Assembly
on Electoral Reform

LAssemblee des itoyens
sur la réforme électorale




NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 26, 2006

ELECTORAL REFORM ASSEMBLY CONNECTS WITH CITIZENS

October 26, 2006 (TORONTO) –   The Ontario Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform today announced thirty-seven public consultation meetings to be held around the province and launched a process for Ontarian’s to share their views with the Assembly. 
“It is important that the Citizens’ Assembly learn what matters most to Ontarians when it comes to choosing an electoral system - whether that means keeping our current system or adopting a new one,” said Citizens’ Assembly Chair, George Thomson.
A consultation guide to help members of the public structure their comments to the Assembly is available, whether they choose to send in a written submission, make a presentation at a public meeting, or participate in an informal consultation meeting.
The consultation guide, called “Citizens Talking to Citizens” is available on the Assembly web site and is also available widely at locations around the province.
“Anyone who is interested in having their voice heard may submit their written comments to the Assembly through an online submission window that allows users to send in documents they’ve created or type their comments on-screen,” Thomson added. “Comments received through the mail and fax will also be welcomed.”
Assembly members from each of Ontario’s 103 electoral districts, plus their Chair, began work in September 2006 and will continue until May 2007 when they will submit their final report to the Ontario government. They will study the province’s electoral system, and others, consult with fellow Ontarians, and decide what to recommend to the government: should Ontario keep its current electoral system or adopt a different one.

If the Assembly recommends a different electoral system for the province, the Ontario government has introduced legislation that allows for a referendum on that alternative by the next provincial election on October 4, 2007.  
“Whatever the Assembly decides, it will have already achieved a great deal”, said Thomson. “It will have considered our electoral system, yes, but it will also have challenged the way we think about democratic reform and the role of ordinary citizens in creating a political community.”
Consultation meeting schedules, member profiles, and useful resources about the Citizens’ Assembly and electoral systems are available on-line at www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca.
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